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MAN  is  born  to  enjoy  happinefs  and  liber- 
ty, yet  every  where  he  is  miferable  and 
enflaved.  Governments  are  inffituted  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  rights,  and  to  perfection  his 
faculties,  yet  every  where  governments  degrade 
and  opprefs  him.  The  time  is  come  which  is  to 
reftore  him  to  the  ffate  he  was  intended  for;  the 
progrefs  of  information  has  prepared  a great  revo- 
lution, and  to  you  it  belongs  to  accelerate  it.  To 
fulfil  your  duty  in  this  relpeCt,  you  are  to  prac- 
tice exactly  the  contrary  of  what  has  hitherto 
been  done.  Hitherto  the  art  of  governing  has 
been  the  art  of  defpoiling  and  en  flavitrg  the  ma- 
jority, to  the  advantage  of  a few  ; and  legiflation 
the  art  of  reducing  thofe  crimes  to  a regular  lyf- 
tem.  Kings,  ariftocrats  have  played  their  parts 
admirably  well  : to  you  it  belongs  now  to  do 
your  duty,  and  to  render  men  happy  and  free  by 
the  means  of  wholefome  laws. 
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To  give  to  government  energy  fufficient,  that 
citizens  may  ever  refpedt  the  right  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, and  to  prevent  government  from 
encroaching  on  thofe  rights.  This  is  my  opi- 
nion, the  double  problem  that  legiflators  have  to 
folve. 

The  fir  ft  appears  to  me  eafy  ; the  other  one 
might  be  tempted  to  confider  as  infolvable,  if  a 
curfory  view  only  is  taken  of  prefent  and  paft 
events,  without  examining  their  caufe.  Read 
hiftory  and  you  will  every  where  fee  rulers  op- 
prefiing  citizens  ; governments  fwallowing  up 
fovereignry.  Tyrents  fpeaking  of  fedition,  the 
people  complain  of  tyranny,  when  the  people 
dare  to  complain,  which  is  when  exceflive  op- 
areftion  reftores  their  energy  and  independence. 
Would  heaven,  they  could  always  preferve  thefe  ; 
but  the  reign  cf  tire  people  is  of  a day  ; that  of 
tyrants  ftains  the  hiftory  of  ages. 

I have  heard  much  faid  ol'the  anarchy  fince 
the  revolution  of  July  14th,  1789,  and  efpecially 
fince  that  of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  1792. — But  in 
my  opinion  it  is  not  anarchy  that  is  the  malady 
of  the  political  body,  but  defpotifm  and  arifto- 
cracy:  lam  of  opinion,  whatever  may  be  faid 
to  the  contrary,  that  it  is  only  from  that  apocha, 
which  is  fo  much  abufed,  that  we  have  had  a 
beginning  of  laws  and  government,  notwith- 
ftanding  feme  difturbances,  which  are  nothing 
more  than  cor.vulfions  of  expiring  royalty,  and 
the  laft  ftruggle  of  a faithlefs  government  againft 
equality. 

Political  evils  never  are  occafioned  by  the. 
people,  but  are  caufed  by  the  government. — 
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How  could  it  be  otherwife  ? The  people  are  in- 
terested in  the  public  good  ; the  man  in  office 
has  a private  intereft. 

If  I choofe  to  Stoop  to  anfwer  abfurd  preju- 
dices, I would  fay,  that  power  and  opulence  are 
the  parents  of  vice  ; that  poverty,  mediocrity 
and  industry,  are  the  fupporters  of  virtue  ; that 
the  weak  only  afk  for  the  protection  of  mild 
laws  ; that  the  pafiions  of  the  powerful  tend  to 
raifethem  above  juft  lawS,  or  to  produce  tyran- 
nical laws. 

Government  is  instituted  to  caufe  the  gene- 
ral will  to  be  obeyed  ; but  men  who  govern, 
have  a will  of  their  own,  and  every  will  tends  to 
make  itfelf  obeyed.  If  they  employ  to  this  ef- 
fect the  public  force,  with  which  they  are  armed, 
the  government  becomes  a fcourge.  Agree  then, 
that  the  firft  objedt  of  every  constitution  ought 
to  be  to  defend  public  liberty  againSt  the  en- 
croachments of  the  government. 

It  is  this  principal  objedt  that  legislators  have 
forgotten — they  have  all  Studied  to  give  govern- 
ments energy  ; none  of  them  thought  of  bring- 
ing it  back  to  its  original  intention.  They  have 
taken  infinite  precautions  againit  infurredtions 
of  the  people ; but  have  at  the  fame  time  encou- 
raged all  in  their  power  the  revolt  of  their  dele- 
gates. I have  already  given  the  reafon  of  this. 
Ambition,  violence  and  perfidy,  have  legislated 
for  the  world.  They  have  even  enflaved  human 
reafon,  by  firft  debafing  it,  and  have  rendered 
that  reafon,  thus  perverted,  the  instrument  of 
man's  mifery. 
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Despotism  produced  the  corruption  of  man- 
ners ; and  the  corruption  of  manners  fupported 
defpotifm.  In  this  hate  of  things,  the  conteft 
is,  who  (hall  feJl  his  foul  to  the  ftrongeft,  to  lega- 
lize injuitice  and  deify  tyranny.  . 

Observe  even  thole  among  legiilators,  whom 
the  progrefs  of  political  information  appears  to 
have  impreffed  with  fome  principles — obferve 
whether  they  have  not  perverted  their  talents  to 
elude  them,  when  they  clafhed  with  their  per- 
fonal  intereft.  Obferve  whether  they  have  done 
any  thing  more  than  vary  the  forms  of  defpotifm, 
and  determine  the  nice  fhades  of  ariftocracy. 
They  have  pompoufly  proclaimed  the  fovereign- 
ty  ol  the  people,  and  have  enflaved  them  ; at  the 
time  they  acknowdedged  magiftrates  as  the  fer- 
vantsof  the  people,  they  have  treated  themas  their 
inafters  and  idols.  All  have  agreed  in  fuppofing 
the  people  mad  and  factious,  and  public  lundti- 
onaries  abfolutely  wife  and  virtuous.  Without 
feeking  for  examples  of  this  among  foreign  na- 
tions, we  can  find  fome  very  flriking  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  our  own  revolution,  and  even  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  legiflators,  our  predeceffors. 

See  with  what  bafenefs  they  burnt  the  incenfe 
of  adulation,  at  the  altar  of  royalty  ; with  what 
impudence  they  preached  up  confidence  in  the 
public  functionaries,  whom  they  knew  to  be 
perfidious  ; with  what  violence  they  defamed 
the  people  ; with  what  barbarity  they  abufed 
them.  And  yet  fee  on  wrhich  fide  the  civic  vir- 
tues weighed  ; the  generous  facrifices  of  indi- 
gence ; the  fhameful  averice  of  wealth  ; recol- 
lect the  heroic  conaudt  of  the  private  foldiers— 
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the  bafe  treafons  of  their  officers  ; the  invincible 
courage ; the  magnanimous  patience  of  the  people 
— the  vile  egotifm  ; the  odious  perfidy,  of  fo 
many  of  the  public  functionaries. 

But  do  not  let  us  be  lurprifed  at  the  fight  of 
fb  much  injuftice,  when  we  confider  the  nation 
has  juft  emerged  from  a ftate  of  the  deepeft  cor- 
ruption ; how  could  a great  portion  of  our  re- 
prefen tatives  be  expeCted  to  ffiew  refpeCt  for  hu- 
manity j to  love  equality,  and  believe  in  virtue. 

Unfortunate  that  we  were  ! We  were  at- 
tempting to  ereCt  a temple  to  liberty , with  hands 
yet  galled  with  the  chains  of  defpotifm.  What 
was  our  former  education,  but  a continual  leftbn 
of  felf-love  and  vanity?  What  were  ourcuftoms, 
and  what  we  called  our  laws,  but  a code  of  non- 
fenfe  and  bafenefs,  in  which  men  were  clafted  in 
a whimftcal  gradation,  and  more  or  lefs  defpifed, 
according  to  a multiplicity  of  fantaftical  dif- 
tinCfions  ? 

To  defpife  and  be  defpifed  ; to  creep  to  the 
feat  of  power  ; flaves  and  tyrants  by  turns — one 
moment  kneeling  before  a mafter,  the  next  tramp- 
ling under  feet  the  people  : fuch  was  our  fate  ; 
fuch  was  our  ambition,  of  almoft  all  of  us  ; 
whether  well  born,  lawyers  or  financiers ; whe- 
ther councellors,  or  belonging  to  the  army.  Is 
it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  lo  many  conceited 
merchants  ; fo  many  vain  cits  held  in  fovereign 
contempt  the  clafs  of  artifans,  when  they  in  their 
turn  were  treated  in  the  fame  manner  by  the  no- 
bility ? Oh  what  a noble  pride  ! Oh  ! the  won- 
derful education  ! And  yet  it  is  for  this  that 
the  happinefs  of  the  world  is  checked  ! For  this 
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the  bofom  of  our  country  is  torn  by  traitors  ! 
For  this  the  favage  fatellites  of  the  defpots  of 
Europe  have  deftroyed  our  crops ; burnt  our 
cities  ; maffacreed  our  women  and  children. 
The  blood  of  300thoufand  Frenchmen  has  been 
fhed,  and  perhaps  an  equal  number  are  yet  to 
perifh  ; that  the  plain  farmer  fhould  not  hold  a 
feat  in  the  fenate  with  the  rich  dealer  in  grain  ; 
that  the  artifan  fhould  not  have  a vote  in  the  af- 
lemhlies  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  illuftrious 
merchant  or  the  prefuming  lawyer  ; and  that 
the  poor,  but  intelligent  and  virtuous  citizen  be 
not  allowed  to  appear  as  becomes  a man  in  the 
prefence  of  the  wealthy  and  profligate  fool. 

Infatuated  men,  youwho  cry  out  for  m af- 
ters, that  you  may  have  no  equals  ; do  you  be- 
lieve then  that  the  tyrants  will  agree  to  realixc 
the  dreams  of  your  prefumptuous  vanity  and 
bafe  cupidity  ? Do  you  believe  that  the  people, 
after  having  conquered  for  liberty,  and  fhed  their 
blood  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  when  you 
repofed  in  the  arms  of  indulgence  and  luxury, 
or  confpired  againff  them,  will  fuffer  you  to  en- 
flave  them  ? No — if  you  refpedt  neither  huma- 
nity, juflice  nor  honor,  at  leaf!  ftudy  your  inter- 
eft  as  far  as  it  refpedtsyour  treafures,  which  have 
no  other  enemy  than  the  excefs  of  human  mife- 
ry,  which  you  fo  imprudently  aggravate. — But 
what  reafoning  can  w7eigh  with  proud  flaves  ? 
The  voice  of  truth  thundering  in  a depraved 
heart,  refembles  thofe  founds  which  are  heard  in 
funeral  vaults  without  awakening  the  dead. 

You  then,  to  whom  liberty  and  your  country 
is  dear,  undertake  alone  the  talk  of  faving  the 
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public  weal,  and  fince  the  moment  when  its 
darkek  dangers  appear  to  call  for  your  whole  at- 
tention, is  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  raile  the 
edifice  of  the  conkitution  with  improper  hake, 
found  it  at  leak  upon  the  eternal  balls  of  truth. 
Ekabliki  as  a firfi  principle,  that  the  people  are 
good ; their  delegates  corruptible  ; that  it  is  in  the 
virtue  and  the  fovereignty  of  the  people  that  a pre- 
fervative  agarnjl  the  vices  and  dcfpotijm  of  govern- 
ment is  to  be  found. 

From  the  principle  I have  endeavored  to  eka- 
blifh,  let  us  now  draw  fome  confequences  ufeful 
in  practice,  which  may  form  a foiid  bafis  for  a 
free  conkitution. 

The  corruption  of  governments  flows  from 
excefs  of  powers,  and  their  independence  of  the 
fovereign : Find  a remedy  for  this  two-fold  abufe. 

First  leken  the  inHuence  of  magikrates. — 
Hitherto  politicians,  who  have  appeared  to  make 
fome  efforts,  lefs  to  defend  liberty,  than  modify 
tyranny,  have  only  been  able  ro  fuggek  two 
modes  of  effecting  this — the  balance  ot  powers, 
and  tribunes  for  the  people. 

As  to  the  balance  of  powders,  we  may  have 
been  the  dupes  of  that  iilufion,  at  a time  when 
fakiion  appeared  to  require  of  us  to  give  a mark 
of  applaufe  grateful  to  our  neighbours,  at  a time 
when  our  own  degradation  left  us  to  admire  all 
foreign  inhitutions  with  any  thing  like  a fha- 
dow  of  liberty  to  recommend  them.  But  with 
little  rekedlion,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive,  that  that 
balance  muk  be  either  a chimera  ora  fee  urge; 
that  it  fuppofes  the  government  a total  nullity, 
did  it  not  necekarily  occafion  a league  between 


C 


[ 18  ] 

the  rival  powers  againft  the  people  ; for  it  muft 
eafily  be  perceived,  that  they  will  rather  agree 
among  themfelves,  than  call  in  the  fovereign  to 
judge  in  his  own  caufe.  Witnefs  England, 
where  the  gold  and  power  of  the  monarch  al- 
ways inclines  the  fcale  on  one  fide,  where  the  op-, 
position  party  appears  to  folicit  a reform  in  the 
national  reprefen  tation  only  to  retard  it,  in  con- 
cert with  the  majority,  which  they  feem  combat- 
ing ; a fpecies  of  government  monftrous,  where 
the  focial  virtues  are  only  to  be  found  in  appear- 
ance ; where  the  phantom  of  liberty  excludes 
the  reality  ; where  law  fanCtifies  defpotifm,  and 
the  rights  of  the  people  are  the  objects  of  open 
traffic  ; where  corruption  is  even  difengaged 
from  the  fhackles  of  modeffy.  And  what  are  to 
us  the  contrivances  that  balance  a tyrannic  au- 
thority ! It  is  tyranny  itfelf  that  muff  be  extir- 
pated. It  is  not  during  the  differences  of  their 
maffers  only,  that  the  people  wifh  to  breath  a 
few  moments  ; it  is  in  their  own  ffrength  they 
fhould  repofe  for  the  fecurity  of  their  rights ; for 
the  fame  reafon  I am  not  in  favor  of  tribunes; 
hiftory  has  not  taught  me  to  refpedt  them. 

I will  truff  fo  great  an  interefl  (that  of  the 
people)  with  no  one  man — they  are  all  weak  and 
corruptible.  Protection  from  tribunes,  prefup- 
pofes  the  people  flaves.  I do  not  like  to  fee  the 
Romen  people  retiring  to  the  holy  mount,  and 
thence  afking  for  protestors  from  a defpotic  fe- 
rrate or  infolent  patricians  ; I wifh  them  to  re- 
main in  Rome,  and  thence  to  drive  all  tyrants. 
I hate  as  much  as  I hate  thofe  patricians  them- 
felves, and  I defpife  much  mcure,  the  ambitious 
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tribunes,  thofe  vile  proxies  for  the  people,  who 
fell  to  the  wealthy  of  Rome,  their  fpeeches  and 
their  filence,  and  who  only  defended  their  rights 
now  and  then,  better  to  bargain  when  they  come 
to  barter  them  for  gold.  There  is  but  one  tri- 
bune of  the  people  that  I can  acknowledge — the 
people  themfelves  ; it  is  to  each  fed: ion  of  the 
French  Republic,  that  I with  to  confide  the 
power  of  tribune  ; and  it  will  be  eafy  to  orga- 
nize them  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  free  them  from 
the  ftorms  of  abfolute  democracy,  and  the  perfi- 
dious calm  of  reprefentative  defpotifm.  But 
before  we  think  of  placing  barriers  to  protedt  ci- 
vil liberty  againjft  the  overflowings  of  the  power 
of  magiftrates,  let  us  firfl  define  the  jufl  limits 
of  that  power. 

A first  rule  to  attain  this  end  is,  to  fix  fhort 
periods  from  one  eledtion  to  another,  applying 
this  principle  in  an  inverfe  ratio  to  the  quantum 
of  power  entrufted. 

2d.  Establish,  that  no  one  fliall  hold  more 
offices  than  one  at  the  fame  time. 

3d.  That  the  powers  be  divided.  It  is  bet- 
ter to  multiply  public  officers,  than  truft  to  a few, 
a formidable  power  ; let  legiflation  and  execu- 
tion be  totally  feparated. 

Let  the  various  departments  in  the  execution 
be  entruffed  to  different  hands,  and  to  as  many 
hands  as  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  will  allow. 

One  of  the  great  faults  of  the  prefent  organi- 
zation is,  the  too  great  extent  of  each  of  the  mi- 
nifterial  departments,  in  which  are  collected  va- 
rious branches  of  adminiffration  very  diffindt 
in  their  nature. 
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Public  opinion  ought  to  be  the  guide  of  men 
ln  public  life,  and  public  men  ihould  not  attempt 
to  guide  or  form  public  opinion. 

I shall  be  afked,  perhaps,  how,  with  fuch 
fevere  reftraints  upon  public  fundionaries,  I can 
fecure  obedience  to  the  laws  and  government  ? I 
anlwer,  that  thereby  I ftrengthen  that  fecurity ; 
by  thofe  very  precautions  I give  to  the  laws  and 
government  the  influence  I take  from  the  vices 
ot  men  who  govern  and  make  laws. 

The  refped  which  a public  fundionary  infpires, 
depends  much  more  upon  the  refped  he  fhews 
for  the  laws,  than  on  the  power  he  ufurps — and 
the  power  of  the  laws  lies  much  lefs  in  the  mili- 
tary force  ready  to  enfore  them,  than  on  their 
agreeing  with  the  principles  of  juflice  and  the 
general  will.  When  the  law  has  for  bafis  the  in- 
terefh  of  the  people,  it  will  have  the  people  for 
fupport,  and  its  energy  will  reft  upon  the  energy 
of  the  whole  community,  ofwhich  it  is  the  work. 

The  general  will  and  public  force  have  the 
lame  origin  ; the  public  force  is  to  the  political 
body,  what  the  arm  is  to  the  human  body,  exe- 
cuting what  the  will  commands,  and  repelling 
every  thing  that  menaces  the  head  and  heart. 

When  the  public  force  feconds  the  general 
will,  the  country  is  free  and  quiet ; when  they 
differ,  the  country  is  either  enflaved  or  its  tran- 
quillity difturbed. 

The  public  force  contradids  the  general  will 
in  two  inftances  ; either  when  the  law  is  not  an 
expreftion  of  the  general  will,  or  when  the  ma- 
giftrate  employs  it  to  violate  the  law.  Such  was 
the  horrid  anarchy  that  tyrants  have  ever  efta- 
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blifhed,  under  the  name  of  tranquillity,  good  or- 
der, legiflation  and  government.  All  their  arts 
confifts  in  infulating  and  oppreffmg  each  citizen 
with  the  public  force  ; to  render  them  all  flaves 
to  their  caprice,  which  they  dignify  by  the  name 
of  law.  Legiilators  enact  juft  laws — magif- 
trates  caufe  them  to  be  punctually  executed, 
and  you  will  give  to  the  world  a new  fpectacle, 
that  of  a great  people,  free  and  virtuous. 


e- 


EXTRACT 

FROM  AN  ' 

ORATION, 

Delivered  at  Federal  Point,  near  Philadelphia,  on 
the  Fourth  o/’July,  1793,  by  Elihu  Pal- 
mer, hz/OT  o/Tennfylvania  ; and  pubhfhedby 
rcqacjl  of  thofe  who  heard  it. 

Friends  and  Fellow  Citizens  ! 

HP  H E age  of  reafon  and  philofophy  has  at 
-1-  length  arrived,  and  begins  to  illuminate  the 
world  ! While  that  veil  of  darknefs,  which  fpread 
itfelf  over  all  nations,  was  faithfully  preferved  by 
the  pious  alliance  of  Church  and  Rate,  the 
earth  wore  a wretched  afpedl,  and  humanity 
wept  for  the  miferies  of  man.  But  when  en- 
lightened men  began  to  examine  the  caufe  of  hu- 
man wretchednefs,  and  by  their  efforts  had  pe- 
netrated the  fecret  corruption  of  royal  courts,  the 
pillars  of  defpotifm  were  fhaken  to  the  founda- 
tion. King-craft  and  priefl-craft,  thofe  mighty 
enemies  to  reafon  and  liberty,  were  ftruck  with 
death  by  the  genius  of  1776.  For  fe  vent  ween 
years  they  have  been  decaying  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a mortal  wound,  and  now  in  the  laft  ftage 
of  their  exiftence,  like  a drowning  man  catching 
at  a frraw,  one  more  defperate  effort  is  making 
to  preferve  them  from  inevitable  deftrudlion. 
But  they  are  fummoned  with  a mighty  voice  to 
the  dark  abodes  of  oblivion,  “ to  which  I wifh 
them  a fpeedy  and  unobftrueffed  pafrage,”  never 
more  to  raife  again  to  fcatter  mifehief  among  de- 
luded nations. 
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In  this  view  of  the  fubjedt,  and  confidering 
the  confequences,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  admire 
the  manly  firmnefs  which  dictated  the  declara- 
tion of  American  Independence.  Thole  bold 
patriots  deferve,  and  will  undoubtedly  obtain  the 
thanks  and  applaule  of  all  pofterity.  How  much 
is  it  to  be  lamented,  that  any  whole  names  we  fee 
affixed  to  that  great  inftrument,  fhould  at  this  day 
afford  good  ground  offufpicion,  that  their  politi- 
cal princioles  are  directed  to  the  total  deftruCtion. 
of  LIBERTY  and  EQUALITY.  But  the  ge- 
nious  of  liberty  is  rouling  from  Humber,  and 
will  eventually  emancipate  the  world.  Beware, 
ye  American  arifrocrats  ! your  principles  and  ef- 
forts are  leading  you  to  a precipice,  from  which 
the  juft  refentment  and  indignation  of  an  injured 
people  will  hurl  you  into  eternal  infamy.  Civil 
and  religious  oppreffion  will  not  gain  much 
ground  in  the  American  world,  though  attempts 
are  making  to  effectuate  both.  If  the  caufe  of 
France,  which  is  the  great  caufe  of  human  na- 
ture, fhould  fucceed,  then  farewell  kings,  arifto- 
crats,  and  the  long  catalogue  of  clerical  impofi- 
tions — impoffiions  which  have  robbed  man  of 
his  greateft  dignity,  and  clofed  every  avenue  of 
independent  reflection.  Indeed,  had  it  not  been 
that  the  clergy  gained  a complete  afcendencv 
over  the  minds  of  men,  the  civil  oppreffions  of 
the  world  would  long  knee  have  tumbled  into 
ruin.  But  living  on  the  fpoils  of  the  people,  it 
was  eafy  for  thefe  impoftors  to  preach  up  the 
beauty  and  excellency  of  humiliating  poverty, 
that  they  themfelves  might  riot  upon  the  luxu- 
ries of  the  earth.  And  thus  while  they  degraded 
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the  human  character  and  feafted  on  the  iniqui- 
tous profits,  they  aided  the  already  too  potent 
arm  of  the  civil  tyrant,  and  prepared  every  living- 
creature  for  the  completed;  flavery. 

IIow  lamentable  is  it,  that  religion,  which 
ought  to  unite  all  hearts,  fhould  fo  often  be 
made  ufe  of  as  a cloak  for  the  commifTion  of  the 
greateff  crimes,  and  by  thofe  very  men  too,  who 
have  fo  often  impofed  themfelves  upon  the  world 
as  perfons  of  fuperior  fandtity  and  virtue.  I do 
not  mean  to  infinuate  in  this  place  that  there  are 
not  virtuous  and  upright  individuals  among 
this  body  of  men  ; but,  take  them  as  a body, 
they  have  done  infinite  mifchief,  and  many  of 
them  merit  the  curfes  of  the  prefen t and  all  fu- 
ture ages.  In  juflice,  however,  to  the  American 
clergy,  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  in  effecting 
our  revolution,  many  of  them  by  their  precepts 
and  example  afforded  great  fervice,  and  were 
truly  valuable  members  of  the  community.  I 
wifli  it  could  be  laid  at  this  day,  that  none  of 
them  affumed  the  myflerious  carriage  and  ima- 
ginary dignity  of  an  European  bifhop.* 

But  the  enlightened  friends  of  humanity, 
may  congratulate  each  other  upon  a glorious 

* In  the  Jlate  of  ConneElicut , they  are  thought 
generally  to  have  deviated  from  the  revolutionary 
principles  of  1776.  “ The  clergy  in  Connedlicut 

(fays  Mr.  Morfe ) have  hitherto  preferved  a kind  of 
ar if  oc rat ical balance  in  the  very  dcmocratical govern- 
ment of  the  fate  ; which  has  happily  operated  as 
a check  upon  the  overbearing  fpirit  of  republi- 
canifm.”  [Morse’s  Geog.] 
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profpedl.  The  empire  of  reafon  will  foon  fvvecp 
from  off  the  earth  this  bundle  of  nonfenfe  and 
oppreffion,  and  permanently  fix  the  attention  of 
the  human  mind  upon  a point  effential  to  its  dig- 
nity and  happinefs.  Already  have  the  -two  re- 
volutions of  America  and  France  awakened  in 
the  intellectual  world  a new  energy  of  thought, 
and  turned  the  purfuit  of  man  upon  fcientific 
principle  into  the  path  of  liberal  difcuffion. 
Previous  to  thcfe  great  events — events  unparel- 
leled  in  the  hiftory  of  ages,  every  purfuit  of  man 
was  tinCtured  with  the  defpotifm  of  church  and 
(late . Scarcely  a fingle  art  or  fcience  could  be 
independently  inveftigated  without  fear  and 
trembling  ; at  leaf!  it  was  firft  to  be  enquired 
how  the  proof  of  any  propofition  would  affeCt 
the  power  and  influence  of  thofe  two  holy  lifters, 
who  l'ubjugated  the  earth  in  perpetual  bondage. 
The  rights,  dignities,  and  effential  privileges  of 
the  human  race,  were  buried  in  the  gulph  of  roy- 
al and  clerical  avarice  and  deception.  But  thefe 
days  of  fanaticifm  and  oppreffion  are  vanifhing 
away,  and  the  philofophy  of  the  human  mind  is 
making  deep  refearches,  to  develope  the  nature 
of  thofe  principles,  which  will  afford  a perma- 
nent hope  to  the  wretched  in  every  part  of  the 
world. 

The  cries  of  millions  of  innocent  fufferers  are 
calling  aloud  upon  reafon  and  philofophy  to 
come  forth  to  their  aid,  and  lead  them  with  a 
powerful  hand  to  the  land  of  light  and  joy. 
And  it  is  a matter  of  unufual  confolation,  that 
the  two  great  events,  previoufly  mentioned,  have 

D 


[ *6  ] 

fo  far  contributed  to  Simulate  reflecting  men  to 
ipveftigate  the  principles  of  nature,  as  leads  to 
a hope,  that  a lafting  fource  of  felicity  may  be 
cflablifhed  for  the  great  family  of  mankind. 
Not  much  longer  fhall  fuperflitiou,s  impoftors 
decimate  the  fruits  of  man’s  induftry  : but  the 
principles  of  government,  religion,  literature, 
and  morals,  fhall  receive  that  candid  and  impar- 
tial difeuflion,  which  the  nature  and  importance 
of  the  feveral  fubjeCts  require.  Already  great 
improvements  have  been  made,  and  though  ma- 
ny are  in  dread  of  innovations,  yet  I conceive  no 
good  ground  of  apprehenflon  has  been  fhewn  on 
thefe  fubjeCts. 

The  philofophy  of  this  age,  teaches  themofl 
pure  and  unadulterated  morality  ; and  ftripping 
religion  of  its  myfteries  and  external  trappings, 
will  prefent  it  to  the  view  of  the  human  mind 
in  more  beautiful  and  attractive  charms  : fo 
that  in  every  point  of  view,  thefe  great  political 
events  will  ferve  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  human  race. 


